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EDITORIAL 


God’s Sequence 


“For the Kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink; but righteousness, and peace and joy 
in the Holy Ghost’. Heb. 14:17. 


There is a divine order in Christian experi- 
ence, a sequence which cannot be broken. The 
writer to the Hebrews states first of all that 
the Kingdom of God is not a physical realm to 
be satisfied by the things which perish with 
the using. 


Our entering in to the Kingdom of God is 
through the way of Christ’s imputed righteous- 
ness and in no other. Righteousness is that 
quality of godly living which is only possible 
to those who have accepted Christ by faith and 
have something of His life within. It can never 
be acquired by birth, or education or any other 
earthly means. 


After this imputed righteousness is ours the 
peace of God enters our heart for we know our 
sins are forgiven and that, because of that 
which Christ did for us, we stand freed from 
both the guilt and penalty of the evil which 
dominated our hearts and lives. There is no 
peace to the wicked, nor is true peace to be 
had in any other way than God’s way. 


Then joy comes in to stay. This does not 
mean that life is not filled with trials and 


sorrows. But it means that we now have God 


as our companion and guide and there comes 
a joy which this world cannot know, and which 
the world cannot take away. 


All of this is in and through the gracious work 
of the Holy Spirit and He abides with us mak- 
ing this peace and joy real. 


The trouble with the unsaved world is that 
it is looking for peace without receiving the 
Prince of Peace. It is looking for joy where only 
sorrow is to be found. 


God’s sequence is crystal clear. The redeem- 
ing work of Christ comes first. There is no 
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starting place for the Christian other than at 
the foot of the Cross, at the place where Christ's 
righteousness is made available to us. Then, and 
only then, can the heart ever find peace. And 
with this Christ-imputed righteousness and 
supernatural peace there comes the joy of 
salvation. 


These all come in a divinely ordained order 
and they come in no other way. 


—L.N.B. 


Strengthening Our Defenses 


The frantic effort to retrieve our place of 
military dominance in the world is understand- 
able and right, for the sober reports of experts 
during the past ten days have revealed that 
Russia now has within her grasp the capabilities 
necessary for a knock-out blow to America. 


If Sputnik I and II have done nothing else 
they have shattered our complacency. Pearl 
Harbor was an immediate tragedy but an ulti- 
mate blessing. The launching of these earth 
satellites by Russia may prove the same type 
of ultimate incentive which we have needed. 


But there is also grave danger of our adopt- 
ing crash programs which will jeopardize our 
entire economy. There is widespread demand 
for an accelerated defense program but an 
ominous lack of insistence that we stop our 
suicidal spending in areas supported by pres- 
sure groups and put our present and future 
programs on a basis of sound economics. For 


entirely too long our government has encour- 


aged individuals and groups to look to it for 


financial help; on the one hand developing a 


philosophy in American thinking which is és 
sentially wrong, and on the other piling up 4 
national debt which there is no reasonable hope 
of paying off. 


This philosophy of dependence on the tax 
money of others, and our present fiscal policies, 
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if continued, can destroy America as surely as 
an invading army. | 


But the strengthening of America’s defenses 
must not be military or economic alone. No 
nation has ever survived for long without moral 
and spiritual fiber derived from the fear of 
God and the heeding of His commands. The 


Psalmist expressed an abiding truth when he. 


said: “Jt 1s better to trust in the Lord than to 
put confidence in man. It is better to trust in 
the Lord than to put confidence in princes.” 


There is much in American life today which 
gives grave pause. Ease, pleasure, sex obsession, 
violence, dishonesty, are but a few of the sins 
we see on every hand. There are many who 
have a form of godliness but deny the power 
thereof. 


This is not to say that there are not millions 
in America who truly love and serve the Lord. 
In these days we have a grave responsibility 
to be “salt” and “light” in a society dominated 
by sin. Paul speaks to us today as he did to 
the Philippian Christians of old: “That ye 
may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, 
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights 
in the world; holding forth the word of life’’. 


America’s defenses need strengthening on 
every hand and the first defense is found in 
repentance, faith and obedience. We who are 


Christians must so live that we prove ourselves 


not only true citizens of Heaven but also the 
best in our own land. There is no argument 
against a changed life and the Christian witness 
of those who have been redeemed is the most 
powerful influence for righteousness any nation 


can ever know. 
—L.N.B. 


Tulchan Bishops 


In modern English the phrase tulchan bishop 
could be translated stuffed shirt. Originally he 
was a man who agreed to two policies in order 
to get his appointment: first, he was to return 
to the noble patron a good part of the church’s 
income, and, second, he was to dilute the Re- 
formed faith and work for the imposition of 
€spiscopacy and finally of Romanism on Scot- 
land. The device of forcing the congregations 
to have ministers not of their choice was not 


only appropriate to the designs of the Stuarts 
but was indeed necessary. The Presbyterians 
wanted none of it. 


Therefore the Covenanters made a particular 
point of the right of congregations to call their 
own ministers. | 


History has a way of repeating itself, not 
perhaps exactly, but in general form. Whenever 
ambitious ecclesiastics wish to gain power, it 
is natural for them to attempt to infringe upon 
the rights of the people. Control must be cen- 
tralized. Liberty must be restricted. In this 
age and in this country, of course, a Romish 
king and an Arminian nobility play no part. 
What is needed is committees that will assume 
the prerogatives of the congregations and gradu- 
ally usurp their functions. 


In the new United Presbyterian church, that 
will soon come into being as the result of a 
merger of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
and the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America, the rights for which the Covenanters 
bled and died will be severely restricted. 


The Plan of Union, in its Form of Govern- 
ment, chapter 27, establishes a Committee on 
Ministerial Relations. “The election of this 


committee shall take precedence over all other 


presbytery committee elections and appoint- 
ments.” To this committee the presbytery shall 
assign the supervision of all churches without 
pastors. “The session shall meet with the Com- 
mittee and with its aid and advice secure tem- 
porary supplies...” Note that the congre- 
gation cannot even have a temporary supply 
without the aid and advice of the committee. 
This committee “shall meet and consult with 
every committee appointed by a church to nom- 
inate a pastor ... The presbytery shall permit 
a call to be placed in the hands of a minister 
only when the nominating committee of the 
church has thus consulted the Committee of 
presbytery before the name is presented to the — 
congregation.” | 


Although these provisions do not go the 
lengths of Stuart Erastianism, they are a long 
step toward a dictatorial ecclesiastical hierarchy. 
The rights of the people are being denied. Con- 
formity and regimentation are the trend of the 
age. 
History is not repeating itself exactly. In 
1572, in 1638, and later, the Covenanters were 
willing to suffer for Presbyterian doctrine and 
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Presbyterian government. Bat does anyone care 
today? The churches are infiltrated with min- 
isters who deny the truthfulness of the Scrip- 
ture, who deny the Virgin Birth, the Atonement, 
and the Resurrection. All that matters is loyalty 
to an external organization; and for a power- 
ful organization episcopal or even papal con- 
trol is better than Presbyterian principles. 


> When a prominent Presbyterian ecclesiastic 


asserts that the majority vote of the Presbytery 
is the voice of God, it shows that he is Presby- 
terian in name only, and that the Westminster 
Confession is a dead letter. 


However, we may be fortunate enough to be 
atomized by the Communists before our spiritual 


condition grows much worse. 
—G.H.C. 


Things 


“While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen: for 
the things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.” II Co- 
rinthians 4:18. 


“Seek those things which are above .. . Set 
your affection (mind) on things above... ” 
Colossians 3:1,2. 


We live in a world where there are lots of 
“things”; some, bad; some, good; some, better; 
some, best. There is another world, a spiritual 
world, which is full of “things”. 


I. 


Things that change, and the things which do 
not change. 


Dr. Boreham, in his book Home of the Echoes, 
tells the story of old Mr. Pottinger whom he 
knew as a boy. One day when Frank was left 
alone with the old man, he looked at the young 
boy and said rather solemnly, “My boy, remem- 
ber there are but two kinds of things in the 
world; things that change, and they are wonder- 
ful; and the things which do not change, and 
they are more wonderful still.’ 


1. The things that change: think for a mo- 
ment of these; many of these changes are won- 
derful. 


2. The things that do not change: turn now 
to some of these. 


God has not changed; “I am Jehovah: I change 
not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not con- 
sumed.” 


Our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, has not 
changed: He is the same yesterday, today and 
forever. 
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The Holy Spirit, the Eternal Spirit, has not 
changed. 


II 


Things below and things above, or Earthly 
things and Heavenly things. 


1. Earthly things: things below. 


There are many things below, on earth, which 
are earthly, sensual, devilish. ‘These things are 
to be put off and put to death. 


~ There are some earthly things which are won- 
derful: 


We live in a wonderful world. 


We ourselves are fearfully and wonderfully 
made. 


We have an earthly life to live which can 
be a wonderful influence and power. 


There are things below, earthly things, and 
many of these are very wonderful. 


2. There are things above, Heavenly Things, 
which are still more wonderful. 


There is the New World, the New Jerusalem, 
coming down from God, a city that hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God. 


There are our New Bodies. We shall be 
clothed upon with our house from Heaven. 


There will be a New Life for us to live; a 
life filled with service and joy; a life that will 
never end; Eternal Life. : 


Yes, the Things below are very wonderful 
and we praise Him for giving us such an 
Earthly Home. But the Things Above are far 
more wonderful, our Heavenly Home, or the 
New Jerusalem coming down from God out of 
heaven, a New and Purified Earth. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


‘ 
‘ 
2 


vOn- 


and 


III. 
Things material and things spiritual. 
1. Our material blessings are very wonderful. 


Think of the abundance of food which we 
have and its variety! | 


Think of our Homes. 


Our automobiles crowd the highways and — 


airplanes sail over our heads. 


Our world is full of these material “things” 
which we covet and buy and enjoy. 


2. Our Spiritual Needs and Blessings which 
are still more wonderful. Some day we will 
realize the importance of these. 


Oh, Foolish Americans! Our souls cannot 
live on the food we buy at the super-market. 
We will have to go to another market and 
buy of One Who can satisfy the needs of our 
souls. | 


There is Bread which came down from heaven 
and the Water of Life. These are the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ. There is the Fruit of the 
Spirit. If our material blessings are wonderful, 
these are far more so. “Ho, everyone that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he that 
hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price... 
itself in fatness.” 


Jesus said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things will 
be added unto you”. Let us put the spiritual 
first, and then we can enjoy the other things 
as God blesses us with them. 


Things that are seen; and the things not seen. 


“For the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 


This world is full of wonderful things which 
we can see with our natural eyes. 


But these things which we see are temporal. 
We enjoy them for sixty or seventy or eighty 
years, and then our eyes see them no more. 

There are some other “things”, more won- 
derful still, which are only seen with the eyes 
of the soul, with the eye of faith. We often 
see them best when the things of earth are 
shut out of our vision. 


Let us not be blinded by the “god of this 
world” so that we fail to see the glories of the 
unseen but eternal things. 


May we set our hearts on the Best Things: 
the Things which do not change; the things 
above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand 
of God; the things of the Spirit; the Eternal 
Things. 

“Lord, that our eyes may be opened”. 

—J.K.P. 


DECEMBER 11, 1957 


and let your soul delight | 


On Giving to Missions 
and a Few Facts 
By George S. Lauderdale 


“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 


Acts 20:35. 


Those who receive have their eyes on the 
world and on man; those who give in Jesus’ 
Name have their eyes on God and heaven. Jesus 
Christ has set the example for His followers 
in this matter, and He said, “It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” He came not to be 
ministered unto but to minister and to give 
His life a ransom for many. At the wedding 
at Cana where He changed water into wine, 
He was the happiest guest present, having given 
wine for the others. 


Christ gives His people a spirit of independ- 
ence and frees them from covetousness through 
their giving. When the Lord is our shepherd we 
shall not want. 


During the last days of Rome the people 
lined up to receive their bread from the gov- 
ernment. Receiving for these was like taking 
dope, sapping their initiative and causing them 
to lose self-respect. Legislation would not be 
amiss today which required Christian churches 
to support their own poor instead of making 
them the wards of the government. The religion 
of Jesus Christ is to make men free! 


Giving for World Missions 


Missionary projects are not to be subsidized 
when foreign money makes mendicants of Chris- 
tians in other lands. However, money for travel, 
equipment, and for printing the Word of God 
is needed daily by missionaries of Jesus Christ. 


The apostle Paul was a great missionary and 
his policy was to give instead of receive. He 
was wonderfully blessed; people loved him, even 
as they despise miserly souls. When Paul left 
Ephesus, the place where he reminded the elders 
that it is more blessed to give than to receive 
as Jesus said, ‘““They all wept sore, and fell on 
Paul’s neck, and kissed him.” Acts 20:37. His 
biographers have said of J. Hudson Taylor, the 
mighty minister of Jesus Christ in China until 
the early 1900’s, that he was ever concerned with 
imparting a gift to others, yet God used this 
man to stir the hearts and open the purse strings 
of thousands that the heathen might be evan- 
gelized. 


Why Be Generous? 


If receiving were more blessed than giving, 
Christ would. have spent His time begging in- 
stead of ministering to others. Receiving im- 
plies that man’s life does consist in the abund- 
ance of the things which he possesses, which is 


PAGE 5 


e 

| 
thly 
ich 
are 

lly 

gs, 
em, 
be 
ill 

| 

ul 
an 
far 
the 
of 

AL 


not true. There is so much misery in the world 
and the rewards are so great for those who serve 
others in Jesus’ Name that the selfish soul has 
no excuse for his sin. 


Man deserves nothing from God but His 
wrath and it is of His mercies that we are not 
consumed. All things were made for God and 
not for us and if God had wanted us to be 
pigs He would have so ordered things. (If 
he had desired that hogs, put their feet in the 
trough, He would have given them mouths 
where their hoofs are!) Hogs do not love one 
another, but by faith in Jesus Christ people 
can be born again and love and help their neigh- 
bors. ‘The best way to help others is to give 
them the gospel of Christ; our neediest neigh- 
bors are those who never have heard the good 
news. 


If you are giving to the Lord’s mission work 
now, take no credit for it but consider your. 
self a channel by whom God can glorify Himself, 


* * * * 


Facts from the Fields 


As a new way to interest you in the work 
of world evangelization, we want to keep you 
informed on the world’s need for Jesus. 


The facts for this week: In Africa there are 
many areas which are still without an evan- 
gelical mission. Brazil and Uruguay are two 
countries with these needy areas. In Africa, 
Tanganyika and French West Africa have con- 
siderable territory where the gospel light is not 
now shining. 


In Japan there are 90 million people; about 
one per cent are members of the church. 


What Price Preeminenece? 


By H. V. Henderson, Jr., Ph.D. 
Richmond, Virginia 


With each announcement of another success- 
ful launching of a Russian artificial earth satel- 
lite, Americans are made to realize more and 
more the technical competency of USSR sci- 
entists and engineers. We are being forced to 
realize that God’s blessing of the United States 
does not include a special measure of intelli- 
gence as compared with other people of the 
world. Indeed, in view of historic Russian 
achievements in the arts and sciences, how could 
we ever think that they were of lesser intelli- 
gence? Admittedly, political and economic con- 
ditions in Russia have in the past retarded in- 
dustrial development, vet once that develop- 
ment was made a part of a national policy, there 
was very little reason why, in a nation as vast 
as Russia and with its great natural resources, 
it shouldn’t eventually overtake that elsewhere. 


It is my thesis that the very things that we 
most often consider the “blessings” of America 
(but what are actually the results of our real 
blessings) may really be the seeds of our de- 
struction. The communists speak of their society 
being based on “dialectical materialism” (what- 
ever that may be) as contrasted with the spiritual 
ideals of democratic societies. I challenge that 
we have substituted for the strength of these 
spiritual ideals, an insidious materialistic faith 
that can destroy us. 


We hear from all sides a clamor to go all 
out to overtake Russia in a race for techno- 
logical superiority. The cost of such a race is 
high — so high that we must consider wisely 
how much we are willing to pay. The loss 


of self determination and individual freedom to 
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a dictatorial federal government could very well 
be the greatest price paid unless we act with 
the greatest measure of individual responsibility 
and integrity. 


In the matter of technical training, we are 
faced with a numerical superiority that will be 
difficult, if not impossible to overcome. Our 
colleges and universities are already filled to 
capacity and above. Is it as simple as just start- 
ing more colleges when those existent are in 
SO many cases operating with inadequate staffs, 
facilities, and financial support? We must con- 
sider that in the Soviet Union, scientists and 
engineers are trained at the expense of the liberal 
arts and humanities. Do we really want our 
society to be so one sidedly technical? Do we 
really want the federal government to go all 
out in subsidizing science? I am by no means 
advocating an attitude of hopelessness — I am 
advocating a very careful appraisal of our posi- 
tion and-our potential and a scrupulous stew- 
ardship of our quota of intelligence and our 
natural resources. 


The most important point though is this: 
The Soviet economy is dedicated to the task 
of surpassing the free world in all phases of 
technology — from the purely scientific to the 
most applied weapons development. This, of 
course, is done at the expense of the citizenry. 
This means that even to compete (not neces- 
sarily to surpass) we must be prepared to give 
up so many of the things that we hold so dear 
— the low taxes, the forty hour week, the second 
car, the twenty five year mortgage on the home 
that we really can’t afford, the wealth of con- 
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sumer goods that we can purchase on such easy 
terms but the production of which consumes 
so much of our national resources and man- 

wer. In other words, is the prize worth the 
cost — world preeminence in return for the 
surrender of our easy living and perhaps our 
traditional American freedom? 


In spite of the gravity of our position, I again 
insist that our case is not necessarily hopeless. 
The challenge to us is to resurrect those elements 
of strength that made this nation great. We 
at least have a heritage of forefathers who had 


_ the courage to make sacrifices for the principles 


they considered vital — both religious and 
patriotic. Our grandfathers twice had the cour- 
age to stand against British tyranny in the face 
of a numerically superior and better trained 
army and navy. But a heritage of itself is of 
no value if it does not inspire and challenge 
us to make the same sacrifices when required. 


Our strength lies in a large part in the ability 
of a people dedicated to Christian ideals, moti- 


Chatty Talks Trip Northern 


vated by a sincere desire to do God’s will, to 
inspire other people throughout the world to 
join with them in a common purpose even as 
Lafayette and Pulaski were moved to join with 
the American colonists. ‘The world cannot be 


blind to the hypocrisy of the communist 


hierarchy. Such bloody actions as the suppres- 
sion of the Hungarian revolt and the ruthless, 
selfish struggle for power in the ranks of the 
party make a lie of any expression of altruistic 
concern for mankind. 


Beyond all of this, however, our greatest 
strength lies in the power of God to work in 
men and nations according to his purposes. We 
must pray earnestly not only for our own guid- 
ance and deliverance but as never before for 
the movement of the Holy Spirit in the hearts 
of those we call our enemies. God grant that 
these great discoveries of scientific truth, the 
results of research motivated by military neces- 
sity, may soon be used for the benefit of man- 
kind. 


By Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 


A longtime dream is actually coming to pass. 
The culmination of months and years of hoping, 
planning and praying on the part of Mrs. Cousar 
and me is taking place before our eyes. We 
can truthfully and joyfully thank God for the 
present experience of witnessing His work in 
afar away land. This time it is Brazil. 


Please excuse the unannounced changes of 
tenses but at this writing we are right in the 
midst of what we see and hear and occasionally 
smell. Everything is put informally with the 
hope that you will not become too wearied 
as you read. 


This is the wondrous Caribbean. Its azure 
blue, shimmering waters and snowy mountains 
of clouds captivate you at once. You are re- 
minded that it was here that our wartime Presi- 
dent Franklin Delano Roosevelt went fishing 
on a battleship. Miami is many hours behind 
where we climbed aboard a Brazilian plane, 
liled mainly with young citizens of that far 
away land. They are marked by their gaiety 
and carefree spirit. They are courteous and 
thoughtful toward the only three foreigners on 
the plane, which included us. - | 


As the plane speeds along we pass over Cuba, 
Puerto Rico and Jamaica, wishing all the time 
we could see Havana and San Juan, plus the 
bountiful bananas and the luscious sugar cane 
plantations of the West Indies. Finally we put 
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our feet on terra firma once more at Port of 


Spain, Trinidad. 


Forgive us for going back and trying to tell 
you of the gorgeous sunset some where around 
five o'clock. We see a bright round ball of fire 
slowly lying down for a long night’s rest in 
the blue cooling waters near the land of the 


Aztecs. Veritable tall palaces of gold seem to 


lift upward their vast pinnacles and _ turrets 
towards the sky. In the main, they reach south- 
ward extending thousands of miles. They seem 
clothed in a sort of eternal glory and heavenly 
beauty. Then follows a sort of rapturous after- 
glow, or golden twilight. Here I failed miserably 
when I did not bring along my poet friend who 
could have painted the picture for you as it 
actually is. 


To get back to Trinidad we go ashore to 
eat supper and rest a while. The electric cur- 
rent is off so we find ourselves eating by candle 
light. Dark skinned natives, subjects of Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, serve us a very nice 
meal. After about an hour’s pause we roar 
away for the long night’s journey. No more 
land, no more pavements, no more trees, noth- 
ing except a most disconcerting drop of our 
plane about ten or fifteen feet from time to 
time. Do you want to know how I feel at 
this precise moment? Well, here goes. I want 
just about a square foot of dusty soil properly 
braced and supported that I can put my feet 
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upon until we get past these miserable air 
pockets, or whatever else causes this plane, in 
addition, to bounce from side to side. Now 
don’t jump to the conclusion that I do not like 
flying. This would be quite erroneous, of 
course. I try to feebly draw upon my vast 
reservoir of courage, which somehow seems to 
be lacking at this very moment. I make my 
weight just as light as possible, then I take a 
deep breath that would make a bellows ashamed 
of itself. I assert my well grounded faith and 
I assume the attitude of an enviable poise smil- 
ing all the while at the nervous passengers 
around me. Why, I say, am I afraid? Certainly 
Daniel, Peter and Paul would not be scared if 
they were in my shoes just now. They faced 
lions, mobs and what you will, but like all 
well balanced men they kept their feet on the 
ground. I say they were smart. 


Well, all good things come to an end, or, 
I should say they finally get started. We have 
just planted our feet on the ground. They tell 
us it is SOUTH AMERICA. For over fifty 
years we have looked at something on the map 
by that name but we didn’t know we would 
ever be here. Just like at home the sun shines 
and the breezes blow very softly as the leaves 
of the trees move in gentle response. 


Perhaps, the one thing, or being, that now 
wakes us up is the sight of our son Bob who 
is there to greet us. We go through the customs 
and now on to the home of John and Flora 
Crow. They have started a new work in Belem 
which is destined to be one of the big cities 
of northern Brazil. It is a sort of junction 
point for the international air lines and a great 
gateway of commerce. We are enjoying our first 
visit in a missionary’s home. Although John 
is away, Flora never misses an opportunity to 
extend every courtesy, provide plenty of good 
food and a comfortable place to sleep. They 
have three charming children and everybody 
seems to be taking things in their stride. We 
expect to hear great things in future days. 


Just a word about the climate. Didn’t you 
always think it was hot in the tropics? I did, 
but I have changed my mind. Belem is ap- 
proximately eighty miles south of the Equator, 
that warm line that belts our old globe. But 
here is the trick. In these coastal cities the 
Trade winds blow all the time. I have suffered 
vastly more, hundreds of times in Dixie, from 
higher temperatures than I am feeling at this 
present moment. The moral is, come to the 
tropics to cool off. | 


The old meets the new here head-on. One 
minuté as you ride along comfortably in_ the 
Crow’s jeep you pass a heavily: laden donkey 
that looks like a direct lineal -descendant of 
the one Balaam had trouble. with, . the. next 
second you see._a pony pulling. a cart perhaps 
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loaded with the carcass of a freshly killed cow, - 
then comes a woman with a huge basket on her 
head loaded with vegetables or fruit, nicely 
balanced as she steadily moves to her appointed 
destination. You might be tempted to think 
you had turned back the clock several centuries 
until you heard a sudden shrill blast of a horn. 
Now you are aware that Detroit has moved in, 
and my, how those men drive like mad. 


Another peculiar pleasure of our stopover in 
Belem is to visit in the home of Rev. Joao 
Batista and to meet his fine wife and children. 
Before he took his training for the minis 
at our Seminary in Recife he was a skilled 
auto mechanic. His evident earnestness and 
sincerity impresses us, making us grateful to 
God for such men in the service of His church 


in this great land. His zeal is almost apostolic. 


Time marches on and now we are rising in 
the air again to a height of about a mile and 
a half in the Cessna, provided mainly by the 
First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga. 
After a few hours we put down at Sao Louis, 
a city even more quaint but most interesting. 
Great buildings surround the square furnishing 
an air of rare dignity and unusual beauty. Here 
we are entertained in the home of the Tom 
Foleys’ and what hospitality Midge displays. 
Tom is away but we are bountifully provided 
for in every way, as though we were celebrities 
of some sort. Here we are introduced to Rev. 
Benidito Aguiar and his lovely family. He is 
truly a great man with a large evangelistic vision 
to reach out into all the outlying districts. The 
whole state of Maranhao is his parish. Many 
young men have gone out from his church to 
serve in the gospel ministry, and his shall be 
a rich reward. The next day we take dinner in 
the home of his charming daughter and her 
splendid husband. Talk about Southern hos- 
pitality, well here it is. While the dishes are 
somewhat different, the Brazilians really know 
how to season food and what a bountiful amount 
do they prepare. 7 


Do you feel the plane rising in the air again? 
We are on our way to Fortaleza where we hope 
to meet our Brazilian daughter in law and our 
only grand baby. Now, don’t get things tangled 
up and think that we came to Brazil with mixed 
motives. We never liked such things, particu- 
larly in other people, - it simply isn’t nice. This 
did furnish a powerfully good excuse anyhow 
for the grandmother. I refuse to analyze what 
is in my own soul, for I propose to enjoy every 
moment while I am here. We are passing over 
Bill Moseley’s: house just now as we head for 
the airport. Fortaleza is a big modern city of 
three hundred and fifty thousand, with its quota 
of downtown skyscrapers, ringed about with 
miles of beautiful homes on the Atlantic Ocean. 


. Now we.are out of the plane after a pleasant 
ride of about. four hours. and forty-five minutes, 
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We slowly move into our’ son’s house which is 
very modern and attractive. We see the folks 
we have heard about for a long time. Every- 
thing exceeds our expectations but we will wait 
and give you the details when we get home. 
After a delightful dinner we drove to the home 
of Rev. “Nathaniel Cortez, pastor of the oldest 
and largest Presbyterian church in the city. 
“Professor” as he likes to be called is a real 

rsonality, warm, enthusiastic and little short 
of brilliant. To show you that the Brazilians 
like him, he has just finished his four year term 
as moderator of the Presbyterian Church of 


‘Brazil. Tonight we have the pleasure of taking 
part in the baptismal service of our grand- 
daughter in Brother Cortez’s church. What a 


_ privilege to worship with a church full of Pres- 


byterians on Sunday night! The pastor trans- 
lated the word of greeting which we brought 
from Dr. Bill Elliot. It was addressed to the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil and how happy 
we were to be present when it was presented. 
Next Sunday morning we anticipate the pleas- 
ure of preaching in this same place. Here’s to 
the land of the Southern Cross! May it be the 
land of the Cross of Christ! 


What God Says About Hell 


By Dr. Robert Young, 
North Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Perhaps you read the article in “Presbyterian 
Life’ (Sept. 7) entitled “What’s Happened to 
Hell” by the Pastor of our First Church in 
Evanston, Ill. Dr. Harold Blake Walker. His 
answer to this question put to him by one of 
his men is entertaining, but scriptural only in 


spots. It is full of interesting observations by | 


his well-read and alert mind, but leaves one 
wondering more what has happened to Dr. 
Walker than what has happened to hell. 


When a man asks about hell, he is probably 
more interested in deliverance than in discus- 
sion. What Dr. Walker or I say about hell 
and heaven, about God and sin, about Christ 
and salvation, is not nearly as enlightening as 
what God says about hell and heaven, and these 
other spiritual mysteries of the Holy One and 


' our relation to Him. 


When will we stop giving our human answers 
to men’s questions about God? How can men 
satisfy men? How can the mind ever satisfy 
the heart and soul? When we attempt to answer 
men’s questions about God without a thorough 
study of God’s answers, we are setting ourselves 
up above God; and this is the original blasphemy 
and heresy. Our attempt to answer questions 
that only God can answer is the ruination of 
the Christian pulpit. For the pulpit is respected 
and sacred not because an ordained man stands 
behind it, but because on it there lies open 
the Holy Bible, our only infallible guide to 
faith and practice. God forbid that I shall ever 
talk on a subject such as this from the philo- 
sophical surface of my mind, thus ignoring the 
plain, revealed and all-sufficient Word of God. 


At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry He used 
the Scriptures to turn away Satan’s temptations. 
the cross, two of the seven last words were 
the memory verses he learned at His mother’s 
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knee and recited in school. But Dr. Walker 
appears to need John Milton, Studdert-Kennedy, 
Irwin Shaw and Admiral Byrd to explain hell 
as much as he needs God’s word to Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. Dr. Walker writes that 
“men wrote the Scriptures.” But I believe God 
wrote the Scriptures; “For all scripture is given 
by inspiration of God”, Paul wrote Timothy, 
“and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness; 
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 


I believe that the Scriptures are God’s word 
and dealings, that Christ is God’s redeeming 
Word in flesh, and that the Holy Spirit is God's 
live and enlarging word today. 


_ And yet if men wrote the Scriptures, instead 
of God, men have every right to criticize, dilute 
and discredit the Scriptures as they do. It is 
the old-fashioned humanistic view, the wisdom 
and sophistication of men against which God's 
supernatural Word and Way have always done 
battle and had the last word. 


So. much for the general background. What 
now does the Bible say about Hell? God pic- 
tures hell from many different angles, giving 
to many writers its feeling and view. Before 
Eastman made the Kodak, God Almighty was 
the original photographer. The Bible is an 
album of pictures of all phases and sides of 
spiritual and physical life. God knew that see- 
ing is believing and that one picture equals 
10,000 words. So why criticize the Bible’s pic- 
tures? Why call the pictures in Life Magazine 
or on TV any more real than God’s pictures 
of life and death in the Bible? But this 1s 
the spiritually dead world we live in; it is 
more stylish to be seen reading and believing 
Life Magazine than God’s magazine the Bible. 
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And there is no comparison; for one is from 
heaven, the other is from the earth and beneath. 


In Deuteronomy 32:22 we have the Bible's 
first use of the word hell (in Hebrew “sheol’’) . 
It is in one of Moses’ songs which says “You 
have forgotten God who made you. And a fire 
is kindled in my anger, God’s anger, and shall 
burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume 
the earth with its offspring, and set on fire 
the foundations of the mountains. I will heap 
mischiefs upon the ones who rebel against me. 
They shall be burned with hunger and devoured 
with burning heat, and with bitter destruction; 
I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them, 
with the poison of serpents of the dust.” Of 
course these prophesied miseries attended dis- 
obedient Israel and still do attend disobedience 
to God’s word and will. There is hell in this 
life for those who disobey God and rebel against 
Him; but the Hebrew word “sheol”, translated 
hell, refers even more to the state of being 
beyond death. 


Before leaving Moses, the comment by Dr. 
Walker about the burning bush experience of 
Moses needs correction. It comes as a shock 
to us to read “the burning bush that Moses 
saw in the wilderness was but a symbol of the 
burning remorse Moses felt when he knew he 
had run away from his duty to his people.” 
Anyone reading this account in Exodus 3 will 
see, as Mr. Cecil B. DeMille did in “The Ten 
Commandments”, that God used a flaming but 
unconsumed bush to attract Moses’ attention 
to God Himself to give guidance to Moses 
for his return to Egypt. Far from this being 
an experience for Moses of “descending into 
hell” as Dr. Walker imagines it, God said to 
Moses out of the bush, “Put off your shoes, 
for this place is Holy Ground.” Dr. Walker 
may call this hell for Moses; but God calls it 
“holy ground”. 


We next find Hell on the lips of David in 
one of his songs of deliverance in 2 Samuel 22. 


“I will call on the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; 

So shall I be saved from my enemies. 

When the waves of death encompassed me, the floods 
of ungodly men made me afraid; 

The sorrows of hell assailed me, the snares of death 
confronted me. 

In my distress I called upon the Lord and He heard me.” 


In Psalm 9 David speaks God’s warning to 
us: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God. Put them in 
fear, O Lord.” Please remember that godly 
fear is the beginning of wisdom. “As for me I 
will call upon God, and the Lord shall save 
me.”’ Save me. Hardly from heaven. Save me 
from hell! David teaches us to pray and not 
to fear; to have a holy fear of displeasing God; 
and salvation through obedience. 
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And Job has a right understanding of God’s 
greatness. Job asks Zophar, “Can you by search- 
ing discover God perfectly, He who is high as 
heaven, deeper than hell! What can you do, 
what can you know?” Job teaches us reverence 
and humility. | 


But the new Revised Standard translation of 
the Old Testament refuses to translate the 
Hebrew word “Sheol” hell as the King James 
translators did. The modern translators prefer 
leaving its meaning as that gloomy underworld 
of departed spirits. 


Solomon connects these three ideas together 
in Proverbs, a loose woman, death and Sheol. 
Let’s not be squeamish. Let’s call it a loose 
woman, death and hell. Isaiah, Ezekiel, Amos 
and Jonah and Habakkuk teach about sheol or 
hell. 


Outside Jerusalem’s walls is the city dump 
called Gehenna. It is always burning. This is 
the word and picture Jesus uses for hell fire. 
Jesus said “whoever loses his temper with his 
brother is in danger of hell fire’; He said if 
your eyes wander and gather impure thoughts 


about men or women, “it is better that you 


lose one of your eyes than that your whole 
body be thrown into gehenna or hell. And if 
your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off 
and throw it away; it is better to lose one of 
your members than that your whole body go 
into hell. 7 


Jesus spared no words in warning the re- 
ligious bigwigs and false teachers. “Woe to 
you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You ser- 
pents, you brood of vipers, how are you to 
escape being sentenced to hell?” Jesus believed 
in hell and warns us against it. Jesus says, in 
Matthew 25, “When the Son of man comes in 
his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him 
will be gathered all the nations and he will 
separate them one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will 
place the sheep at his right hand, but the 
goats at the left. Then the King will say to 
those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world; for I was 


- hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 


and you gave me a drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you vsited me, I was in 
prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous © 
will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see thee 
hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give thee 
a drink? And when did we see thee a stranger 
and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee? 
And when did we see thee sick or in prison 


- and visit thee?’ And the King will answer them, 


‘Truly, I say unto you, as you did it to one 
of the least of these my brethren, you did it 
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to me.” Then he will say to those at his left 
hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, 
| was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was 
a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry 
or thirsty, or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not minister to thee?’ Then 
he will answer them, “Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it not to one of the least of these, you did 
itnot to me.’ And they will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
This is the warning of the one who loves us so! 


Jesus Christ came to save you and me from 
perishing, body and soul, “For God so loved 
the world that He gave, His only begotten son 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” Here is our 
choice. Even our indecision is our decision 
to reject our salvation. ‘“Today is the day of 
salvation.” Will you accept forgiveness and 
accept your Saviour, today? Shall we make our 
decision in silent prayer now as I pray for you 


_and we pray for one another, including Dr. 


Walker . . . Amen. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 


OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 


Louis C. LAMOTTE. PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 


McGuffey’s Readers 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
been completed. Each reader is custom made from plates 
used in the 1879 revised edition . . . same type and 
binding. You can now purchase exact copies of these 
famous readers at the following low prices: 


Ist Reader $2.25 4th Reader $3.25 
2nd Reader $2.50 5th Reader -- $3.50 
3rd Reader $2.75 6th Reader $3.75 


We pay the postage on all orders!!! 
OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-128, Rowan, lowa 


DONATIONS WANTED — Eye glasses, false 
teeth, unwanted or damaged gold or silver 
jewelry, watches, rings, club pins. Mail to: 
Palisade Ave. United Presbyterian Church, 
301-23 St., Union City, N. J. Postage will be 
refunded. 


WANTED — Matron for a Presbyterian Chil- 

dren's Home. Write giving training, experi- 

. €nce and references. Address: Orphanage, 

Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 
e, N. C. 
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toward a 


closer walk 
with God... 
Day by Day 


Nothing means more to a Christian’s spiritual 
growth than the daily practice of spending 
some time each day in prayer and meditation. 
Often this “time with God” is an experi- 
ence that all the family shares. It can be 


the high point of the family day—a fellow- 


ship that binds the family closer together— 
and closer to the Father. In like manner, 
when whole congregations share this daily 
worship through use of the same material, the 
church’s spiritual ties are strengthened. 


Day by Day can provide guidance for such 


a spiritual experience for the Individual—for 


families—for congregations. For each day 


chere is suggested Scripture reading, a brief 
meditation, and suggestions for prayer. Use 
of the prayer suggestions, which include 
names of missionaries of our Church and 
phases of the Church’s program, provides an 
additional means of uniting the congregation 
in the ministry of the Church. 


Many churches subscribe to Day by Day for 
each family in their congregation. T'ake ad- 


~ pantage of the special quantity rates. 


Special quantity subscription rates. 


(5 or more to one address for one 
quarter) each 


Single annual subscription 75c 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 


Box 1176, 
Richmond 9, Virginia 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 29 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Brothers Through Christ 


Background Scripture: Philemon 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 


I wish to quote almost verbatim the Introductory Notes on this epistle in the Analytical Bible 
(John A. Dickson Pub. Co.). “This is a private letter, the only one of the kind written by Paul, and 
the shortest of his epistles (I & II Timothy and Titus are somewhat similar). Philemon was a resident 
of Colossae and a member of the church there (Col. 4:9). It was by the apostle he was brought into 


the Christian life. That Philemon was an earnest 


Onesimus was a slave of Philemon. In some 
way he had wronged his master. He came to 
Rome and was brought into contact with Paul. 
These relations resulted in his conversion. He 
was very serviceable to Paul who would have 
been glad to retain him, but he convinced him 
it was his duty to return to his master. In 
this letter he bespeaks for Onesimus a kind 
and Christian reception. It is a masterpiece of 
Christian courtesy and intercession. It is quite 
possible that the apostle was called upon many 
times to render such service in behalf of others. 
This is one of the four “Prison Epistles’, the 
others being Ephesians, Philippians, and Co- 
lossians. It was written at Rome during the 
first imprisonment.” (62-63 A. D.) | 


In our Devotional Reading from Ephesians 
Paul tells us how the Gentiles as well as the 


Jews have been made nigh by the blood of 
Christ. We Gentiles who were aliens from the ~ 


commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the 
covenants of promise and without hope and 
without God have been reconciled unto God 
by the cross. Both Jew and Gentile have access 
by one Spirit unto the Father. No more foreign- 
ers and strangers, we are a part of the house- 
hold of God and have fellowship with the 
saints, and are built into an holy temple in 


the Lord. We have become “brothers through 


Christ”. In the seventh chapter of Revelation 
we have a great multitude whom no man can 
number gathered from every nation and people 
and tongue under heaven. They, too, are 
brothers through Christ”. All true Christians 
are one body in Christ. 


In our lesson today we are studying about 
a slave and his master who are made “brothers 
through Christ’. It reminds me of the rela- 
uionship which often existed between slaves 


and their masters here in our Southland. I 


have read of the loyalty and devotion shown 


by both master and slave. I am thinking of a 
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Christian appears from Paul's statements. 


specific case where the master stayed by the bed- 
side of a sick slave and ministered to him through 
the night, and the way slaves attended their 
masters in the army. They were “brothers 
through Christ”. While we do not believe in 
Slavery, of course, there were cases even in Paul’s 
day where there was real affection between slave 
and master. In Titus Paul speaks of the slave 
as “adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things.” If a slave could “make beautiful 
and attractive” the teaching of the Gospel, how 
much more should others do this! In his letter 
to the Colossians 3:22 the apostle enjoins, “Ser- 


_vants, obey in all things your masters according 


to the flesh; not with eye service, as men pleasers; 
but in singleness of heart, fearing God.” In 
Ephesians he says, “Not with eyeservice, as men- 
pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart; with good will 
doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: 
knowing that whatsoever good thing any man 
doeth, the same shall receive of the Lord, whether 
he be bond or free.” Then, turning to the 
masters, he says, “And, ye masters, do the same 
thing unto them, forbearing threatening: know- 
ing that your Master also is in Heaven; neither 
is there respect of persons with him.” The slave 
and the master were on the same level in the 
eyes of God. The slave, Joseph, was an obedient 
slave, and in the eyes of God far better than 
his master, Potiphar. However, Joseph did not 
attempt to escape, but only to be a good ser- 


vant. Paul loves to call himself a “servant” 


or “slave” of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


In our day when the institution of slavery 
no longer exists in civilized nations, we can 
apply these exhortations to labor and capital, 
to employer and employee. The laborer and 
capitalist are “brothers through Christ” if they 
are real Christians, and the same rules which 
Paul gives to slaves and masters would apply 
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to them. In our homes we no longer have 
“slaves”. We hire servants. Where the maid 
and mistress are Christians they are “sisters 
through Christ”. The millionaire and the hired 
man are “brothers through Christ”. If Paul 
were writing today I feel sure he would use 
the same words to express the duties and obliga- 
tions which belong to modern servants and mas- 
ters. Some men are still in positions of authority 
and others of us occupy lower places. ‘There 
should be no false pride in our position if we 
are in authority; there should be no feeling of 
envy or dissatisfaction or rebellion if we are 
ordinary citizens. 


Now, let us look at this letter written long 
ago, and see some of the characters in it and 
the lessons we may learn from it. 


I. Paul, the Writer of the Letter 


When we read Paul’s great Doctrinal Epistles, 


like Romans, or his letters to some great church, 
we think of him as a great Thinker, Theologian, 
Organizer and Instructor. In his pastoral Epis- 
tles like Timothy and Titus we see him as a 
master of organization and management of 
the church and his interest in young preachers 
and elders and deacons. 


In Philemon we see another side of Paul: his 


love for a slave. In some way Onesimus had 
come in contact with the apostle, had been 
converted through him, and had shown his af- 
fection and obligation by ministering to Paul 
in prison. They had become “brothers through 
Christ”. 


Paul, however, had a deep conviction con- 
cerning right and wrong; he believed in obey- 
ing the law, even though he might not think 
it a good law. According to law, this runaway 
slave belonged to his master, Philemon. He 
felt therefore that this slave should return to 
his master. This would be the right thing and 
both he and Onesimus agreed on this course. 
Onesimus had been an “unprofitable” slave. He 
was to return and show that a Christian slave 
can be “profitable” to his master. 


Philemon was under obligation to Paul: “thou 
owest unto me even thine own self beside.” 
Paul, however, does not wish him to be kind 
to Onesimus because of the debt he owes Paul, 
but of his own free will. “If he has wronged 
thee, or owest thee ought, put that on mine 


account.” This is an illustration of what Christ | 


does for us. Jesus paid it all; All to him I 
owe; Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed 
it white as snow. The apostle promises to 
stand security; I will repay it. 


He asks Philemon to receive his runaway and 
unprofitable slave not now as a servant, but 
above a servant, a brother beloved. The rela- 
tionship between servant and master would be 
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changed. The slave would still be a slave but 
there would be a big difference both in the 
slave and in the master. Whether he set him 
free, or not, it would be like two_ brothers 
through Christ. I think we can apply this to 
present conditions and the employer and the 
employee. They would still be in the same 
positions but both being Christians there would 
be a tremendous difference in their attitude 
toward one another. The worker would give 
better service and the employer would be kind 


and just. 


We see Paul, the great missionary and organ- 
izer of churches and writer deeply concerned 
about the welfare of a poor slave, very strict to 
do the right thing and very courteous and 
tactful in seeking to aid the servant who had 
wronged his master, but was now a changed 
man. 


II. Onestmus — Unprofitable; now profitable 


Onesimus had been unprofitable to Philemon. 
As an ordinary servant he was no doubt some- 
what resentful and perhaps unfaithful, or even 
dishonest. Now he was a Christian. As a Chris- 
tian slave he could “adorn the teaching” of 
Christ by being an honest and obedient and 
faithful servant. It makes a man a better worker 
when he is converted. Real Christians are far 
better co-workers than those who are not. If 
workers in the mill or clerks in the store are 
converted they will be more faithful and dili- 
gent. In other words, more profitable. This 
is one reason that owners of mills and other 
industrial plants know that it is “good business” 
to encourage Christian churches in their efforts 
to convert people. These business men know 
that sincere Christians make the best workers, 
men and women who can be depended upon. 


Paul is saying to Philemon, I know that 
Onesimus was not a very good servant, but you 
will find him a better one now that he is a 
Christian. In the story “Barriers Burned Away” 
the German skeptic had sense enough to realize 
that the young Christian working for him was 
a better worker because he was a Christian. He 
sneered at his religion, but at the same time 
acknowledged that his religion made him honest 
and industrious and faithful. The same thing 
is true in our relation to the government. Most 
men in authority realize that Christians make 
better citizens than other men. This is not 
always true and nations have “cut their own 
throats” by persecuting and murdering Chris- 
tians, but sane and sensible men know they 


can trust Christians to be good citizens. We — 
can “put to silence’ the talk of evil men in. 


this way. To be a good worker and a g 
citizen is a fine testimony to the power of the 


gospel. 
(Continued on Page 16) | 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 29 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Continuing Christmas 


Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 and Luke 2:8-20 
Hymns—Selected Christmas Carols 


Program Leader: 


Another Christmas has come and gone. We 
think back with pleasure on the good things 
we have had and on the inspiration we have 
received. Perhaps, we are able to remember 
with satisfaction having brought joy into the 
lives of others. For most of us it has surely 
been a blessed time, but why must we close 
the book on an experience which has been so 
rich? It is true that we must take down the 


Christmas tree and store away the lights and 


other decorations. We read our greetings one 
more time as we finish the Christmas candies 
and other special Christmas foods. These things 


have their day, but the real significance and. 


spirit of Christmas ought not to be laid aside 
and stored away like the material trappings of 
the season. 


In this program we shall consider how we 
may continue to preserve and enjoy the spirit 
and meaning of Christmas all through the year. 
If we can do this, we may be sure that it will 
bring a blessing to others as well as to ourselves. 


First Speaker: 

One of the fundamental things characterizing 
Christmas is the giving of gifts. This is a Christ- 
mas activity which we can continue with profit 
throughout the year. Some of us may think that 
we could not afford the financial drain of 
buying gifts all the time, but we are not think- 
ing primarily about material gifts. The most 
valuable things we have to give are not to be 
wrapped in Christmas paper and tied with bright 
colored ribbons. Some of the most needed gifts 
we can present to others are things like: 
patience, understanding, encouragement, friend- 
liness, helpfulness, kindness and love. The best 
thing of all which we have to share with others 
is our knowledge of Christ. . 


In our thoughts about giving we must not 
forget our gifts to Christ, the One Who gave 
Himself for us. We are not truly continuing 
Christmas unless we give to Christ that which 
He desires and deserves. The most acceptable 


gift we can offer Him is our lives. Nothing 


less than that is good enough, and there is 
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nothing greater we can give. He, in love, gave 
His all. We cannot do less. 


“Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


Second Speaker: 


In the beautiful Christmas account in the 
second chapter of Luke we read that, “the shep- 
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all the things that they had heard and seen.” 
During this Christmas season we have been 
reminded once again of the wonder of God’s 
love in sending His only begotten Son into the 
world to be our Saviour. As we have thought 
on these things we have been led to praise 
God with renewed earnestness. The shepherds 
not only praised the newborn king, but they 
continued to glorify Him and sing his praises 
even as they went back to their flocks to take 
up their normal employment. Let us not forget 
that we have a privilege and an obligation to 
praise God throughout the year. All the services 
in our church afford opportunities for praising 
the Lord, but we cannot use these opportunities 
unless we are regular in our attendance. Some- 
times people bring their bodies to the church 
services, but not their minds. We cannot actual- 
ly praise and glorify God, even if we are present 
for every service, unless we put our minds and 


_hearts into the worship. Let us resolve to con- 


tinue Christmas by being more faithful in prais- 
ing and glorifying God throughout the year. 


Third Speaker: 

It is written of Mary, concerning all the won- 
derful events that surrounded the birth of her 
child, that she “kept all these things, and pon- 
dered them in her heart”. Christmas continued 
to be meaningful to her as she meditated on 
what had taken place. It may seem strange to 
us, but we are privileged to understand far more 
of the significance of Christmas than Mary did 
at that time. God has revealed to us in the Scrip- 
tures what the birth of Christ means to us. We 
may know clearly that God became flesh and 
dwelt among us, that He became our represen- 
tative, that He met the requirements of the 
law, that. He made Himself answerable for. our 
sin, that He died in our place on the cross, that 
He rose again from the dead, that He saves 
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those who come to Him by faith, and that He 
will come again to receive them unto Himself, 
Christmas will be continuingly meaningful to 
us, if we will keep these wonderful truths and 
ponder them in our hearts and minds. Indeed, 
this is the key to a continuing Christmas. It is 
the contemplation of God’s goodness to us in 
Christ that makes us want to give of ourselves 
to others and to the Lord. It is the contempla- 
tion of His grace that makes us want to praise 
His name all the day long, yes, and throughout 
the years. 


Sunday School Lesson 
(Continued from Page 14) 


III. Philemon — dearly beloved fellow-laborer 


Here was a man who had a “church in his 
house.” ‘This speaks eloquently. He had others 
associated with him. He was a man of faith 
and love, one for whom Paul could be ve 
thankful. He was no doubt a rather well-to-do 
man. Paul felt that he could rely upon such 
a man, not only to receive Onesimus and for- 
give him but receive him as a brother through 
Christ. He was a man in whom Paul had the 
utmost confidence. We feel that he did just 
what Paul asked him to do, and even more, 
thus rejoicing the heart of the apostle. It is 
a great thing to have friends in whom we can 
have such confidence. 


This delightful letter gives us the picture of 
three kinds of Christians: the leader, Paul; his 
friend and helper, Philemon; and a slave who 
was converted and joined the household of faith 
along with the other two. 


Wuy WE BaptizeE By SPRINKLING 
By Rev. J. B. Green, D.D. 
12 Page Booklet 
Reprint of Article Appearing in 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


$1.00 per dozen or 
$6.00 per hundred postpaid 


Wuy WE BaptizeE INFANTS 
By Rev. J. B. Green, D.D. 
8 Page Booklet 


50c per dozen or 
$2.00 per hundred postpaid 


ORDER FROM 
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Weaverville, N. C. 
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Bible Study for 
Circle Leaders on 


“The Church in the New Testament” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, 
Professor of Bible 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


Lesson 1: A CurisTIAN CHURCH 


The Lesson in Outline 
Preface to Circle Bible Leaders 
Introduction to Lesson 3 
I. The Idea of the Church Defined 
A. Terms used 
1. “Church” - “that which is the Lord’s” 


2. “Ecclesia” - ‘‘assembly” - the particular 


kind of assembly being determined by the. 


usage. 


B. Conclusion drawn from the New Testa- 
ment usage. 


II. Characteristics of the Church as seen in 
some of the names applied to it. 


A. Christian Acts 11:26 


_B. Body of Christ and Bride of Christ 
Eph. 5:22-33 


C. Pillar and ground of the Truth 
I Tim. 3:15 
Preface to Circle Bible Leaders 


The Church of Jesus Christ ultimately has 
only one true purpose, namely, to glorify God. 
This purpose is accomplished by the Church 
so long as she is carrying out the commands of 
her King, Jesus Christ. In I Timothy 3:15 Paul 
speaks of the Church as “the pillar and ground 
of the truth.” This together with the Great 
Commission of Christ teaches us that the primary 
way in which the Church is to glorify God is 
to uphold and proclaim the truth of God, es- 
pecially as found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The proclamation of the Gospel to those out- 
side of the Church is evangelism or mission 
work. For those who accept the Gospel, and 
thus become members of the Church, there is 
the continued teaching ministry of the Church. 
It is the duty. of _ Church to help them to 
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grow in grace and knowledge of the Gospel. . 
The primary means of grace for this growth 
is found in the faithful teaching of the Word 
and administration of the Sacraments. 


The purpose of every organization within the 
Church is, or should be, the spread of the Gos- 
pel through evangelism and the edification of 
the saints through the faithful ministry of the 
Word. You who have been named as Bible 
Leaders for your respective circles hold the key 
to the success of your Circle’s work as it seeks 
to carry out the Biblical ideal of “building up 
the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:12). In a real 
sense you will be “ministering the Word of 
God” to your Circle. This task carries with it 
tremendous responsibility. You will want to 
be very careful to handle God’s Word properly. 
All that you say as a Bible teacher should be 
true to the Word. This is not the place for 
personal opinions, but rather for a careful and 
true exposition and application of God’s Word. 
When you have been a faithful teacher of His 
Word, then you can know the joy and satis- 
faction of doing that which is well pleasing 
to God. 


Introduction to the Lesson 


Our subject for the year is “The Church in 
the New Testament,” which is part of the over- 
all study by our Church of the “Nature and 
Mission of the Church.” In this first lesson 
we shall seek to set forth some of the basic 
concepts of what the Church is. Then in each 
successive month we shall deal with some par- 
ticular aspect of the Church’s life and work. 


The Bible being the inspired record of God’s 
dealing with man in history, it is not a sys- 
tematic theology text book. This being the 
case, we shall not expect to find any single 
passage that defines fully the nature of the 
Church. Rather we shall need to study various 
selected passages to understand the full teaching 
of the New Testament on this subject. We 
shall first look at the usage of the word 
“Church,” and then look at descriptions of the 


Church given in the New Testament. 


I. The Idea of the Church Defined 
A. Terms used 
1. “Church” 


We have an interesting phenomenon in con- 
nection with the English word “Church.” The 
word “Church” itself can be traced back to 
the Greek, and yet we use it to translate another 
Greek word. The word “Church” is traced 
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through the Scottish Kirk and the German 
Kirche to the Greek Kuriakos, an adjective 
meaning “pertaining to the Lord” or “the 
Lord’s.” It is used twice in the New Testa- 
ment, referring to the ‘“Lord’s Supper” and 
the “Lord’s Day.” It was used during the Mid- 
dle Ages to designate the sanctuary as the Lord's 
house. After the Reformation it came to be 
used to designate the congregation as well as 
the sanctuary. 


2. “Eociésia”’ 

It was this word “Church” which was used 
to translate another Greek word “Ecclesia,” 
which means an “assembly” or the “called out 
ones.” The basic idea conveyed by “church” 
then is that of an assembly of the Lord’s people, 
a society of Christians. The word “Ecclesia” 
does not indicate just what kind of assembly. 
This must be determined by the context. A 
study of the New Testament reveals at least 
six different usages of the word. Let us examine 
some of the passages reflecting the different 
usages. It may designate: 


a. A society of Christians that meet in a 
private house. Col. 4:15 “Salute the brethren 
which are in Laodicea, and Nymphas, and 
the Church which is in his house.” 


b. A society of Christians in a particular 
city consisting of several thousand persons. Acts 
9:22 “Then tidings of these things came unto 
the ears of the Church which was in Jerusalem.” 


c. A society of Christians living in a country 
or a region. Acts 9:31 (ASV) “So the Church 
throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria 
had peace...” | 


d. A society of Christians living across the 
whole earth. The officers appointed for the 
Church were for the Church universal on 
earth, not for just one particular place, or for 
the heavenly Church. I Cor. 12:28 “And God 


hath set some in the Church, first apostles, © 


secondly, prophets, thirdly teachers, then mir- 
acles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 
diversity of tongues.” 


e. A society of Christians as represented by 
officers in a court. This is seen in Mt. 18:17 
where Jesus teaches that one who has a dif- 
ference with another is to take it to the Church 
for judgment. 


f. The society of Christians in the largest 
sense of the term, namely, all for whom Christ 
died. Eph. 5:25 “Husbands, love your wives 
even as Christ also loved the Church, and gave 
Himself up for it.” 


B. Conclusion drawn from the New Testa- 
ment Usage 


Due to the great variety of usage it is dif- 
ficult to frame a single definition that includes 
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all these various aspects of the Church. Perhaps 
the most concise treatment of all these ideas 
is found in the Westminster Confession of Faith. 


1. The last of the usages noted above gives 
us the broadest and most comprehensive idea 
of the Church. It is that society of men who 
are spiritually united to Christ and thus to one 
another in every age. The Westminster Con- 
fession speaks of this aspect of the Church thus: 
“The catholic or universal church, which is 
invisible, consists of the whole number of the 
elect, that have been, are, or shall be gathered 
into one, under Christ the head thereof; and 
is the spouse, the body, the fullness of Him 
that filleth all in all” (Chapter XXVII, par. 1). 
Thus the Church invisible is. known only to 
God and comprehends all whom He has elected 
to salvation, past, present and future. It is this 
spiritual body that underlies all visible mani- 
festations of the Church on earth. 


2. Of the visible Church the Westminster 
Confession says: “The visible Church, which 
is also catholic or universal under the gospel 
(not confined to one nation as before under 
the law), consists of all those throughout the 
world that profess the true religion, together 
with their children; and is the kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the house and family of 
God, through which men are ordinarily saved 
and union with which is essential to their best 
growth and service’’ (Chapter XXVII, par 2). 
This introduces the ideas of the invisible and 
visible Church. It should be noted that these 
terms do not designate two separate and dis- 
tinct Churches, but rather refer to the same 
Church under two different characters. 


. The other passages cited above give us 
the added ideas of local congregations, of the 
Church of a region or area, and of the Church 
as a court. 


4. One other point should be noted from 
our Confession. It is the fact that we do not 
profess to be the true Church, but only a branch 
of it. “The catholic church hath been some- 
times more, sometimes less visible, And _par- 
ticular churches, which are members thereof, 
are more or less pure, according as the doctrine 
of the gospel is taught and embraced, ordinances 
administered and public worship performed 
more or less purely in them.” (Ch. XXVII, 
par 4). We do not even profess to be the ideal 
Church. “The purest churches under heaven 
are subject both to mixture and error... ” 
(Ch. XXVII, par. 5). 


II. Characteristics of the Church as seen in 
some of the names applied to it. 


A. They were called Christians Acts 11:19-26 


This passage begins with a reference to the 
dispersion of the Church following the death 
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of Stephen, which is recorded in Acts 8:1-4. The 
characteristic of these believers who were scat- 
tered is that they ‘‘went about preaching the 
word” (Acts 8:4). At first this preaching of 
the Gospel was directed only to the Jews. As 
they moved up the coast to Antioch they moved 
into a Gentile area and began to preach also 
to the Gentiles in Antioch. It is likely that 
these were proselytes of Judaism, perhaps 
“proselytes of the gate.” That is, those who 
were interested in the worship of the God of 
the Jews, but not ready to adopt full Judaism. 
When this was known in Jerusalem, Barnabas, 
who was himself from Cyprus, was sent to in- 
vestigate the situation. He is described as one 
who was full of the Holy Spirit. He saw a real 
work of God’s grace in the hearts of these Gen- 
tiles and entered into a ministry to them him- 
self. He also went to Tarsus and brought Saul, 
who was especially qualified for this work, back 
to Antioch to enter into this ministry. After 
a year of fruitful ministry, in which a great 
multitude was gathered, it is recorded that they 
were called Christians by the people of Antioch. 
This term was apparently applied by the ene- 
mies of the Church to those who were con- 
stantly witnessing about the Christ. What a 
testimony this was! These people were distin- 
guished by the world from the world because 
of their constant witnessing for Christ. Would 
that all who bore the name “Christian” today 
were thus known. We all need to ask ourselves 
just what it means to be called a Christian. 
Do we measure up to the Christians of Antioch 
who earned this name by their witness? May 
God help each one of us to be better witnesses 
for Hime 


B. The Body of Christ and the Bride of 
Christ Ephesians 5:22-33 


In this beautiful passage the Apostle is speak- 
ing of our marital relations and duties under 
the figure of the relation of Christ to His 
Church. He uses both the idea that the Church 
is the Body of Christ and also that it is the 
Bride of Christ. (See verses 23, 25, 29 and also 
Ephesians 1:23; Colosians 1:18 and I Corin- 
thians 12:27.) The primary idea of both of 
these figures is that of the union of the 
Church with Christ. The basic idea of the 
Gospel is that God has called in the Covenant 
of Grace a people to be His own people and 
entered into a Covenant relation with them 


through the Mediator of the Covenant, Christ _ 


Jesus. This was the Gospel preached to Abra- 
ham (Genesis 17:7) , repeated to Israel through- 
out the Old Testament (Exodus 19:5-6; Ezekiel 
6:28, etc.), and finally repeated in the vision 
John had of the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:3). 
To be in the Body of Christ, with Christ as 
Head is to be joined in union with Him. So 
also to _be a part of the Bride of Christ, which 
He has: given: His life to cleanse unto Himself 
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_as holy and without spot, is to belong to Him 


in a special and sacred way. When we think 
of the Church in these terms, how we ought to 
be concerned for its purity of life! May God 
help each one of us who knows Christ as 


Saviour to realize that we make up His Body, 


His Bride, and may we seek to be holy for Him! 


C. The Pillar and Ground of the Truth 
Timothy 3:15 


There are a number of other figures used 
to describe the Church, but we shall close with 
the consideration of the one found in I Tim. 
3:15. ‘There Paul refers to the Church of the 
Living God as the “pillar and ground of the 
truth.” ‘This description of the Church has to 
do with the purpose for which the Church was 
constituted. Ultimately this purpose is that she 
glorify God, but this passage indicates just 
how the Church is to glorify Him. The Church 
is to uphold the truth and to proclaim the truth 
to all the world. In particular it is the truth 
of the Gospel found in the Word of God. It 
was this very thing that characterized the New 
Testament Church. Remember that it was the 
witness of the Christians in Antioch concerning 
the truth of the Gospel that first brought them 
the name of “Christian.” We need again to 
examine our own witness as individuals and 
as a Church. Do we stand without hesitation 


for the truth of God? Are we upholding the 


truth and proclaiming it as we should? The 
Church which does not stand for the full truth 
of God does not deserve the name of a Chris- 
tian Church. May God help us to be true to 
our calling, that we be Christian, that we be 
pure and holy, that we be the pillar and ground 
of the truth! 


Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 

By Catherine F. Vos 
732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 

By Elsie E. Egermeier 
Three editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. “B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains al] features of “A”; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page photographic reproduction of Holy 
Land scenes. “A,” $2.95. “B,” $3.95. ‘“‘C,”’ $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 

By Charles Foster 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.35), Story Of The Bible ($2.50), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.50). and Bible Pictures ($2.25). Each dis- | 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 


Marian’s Favorite Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland : 
For children 3 to 8, carefully designed for this age group 
large type, close to Bible narrative, full color pictures, a 
making a good all-around Bible Story Book for primary 
and intermediates. $1.50. 


ORDER FROM 
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Board of Church Extension 


Atlanta, Ga. - (PN) — At the past meeting of 
the Board of Church Extension, held in Atlanta 
November 13-14, a group of three persons were 
appointed to seek the services of a qualified con- 
sultant whose purpose would be to help set up 
a Division on Homes and Christian Welfare as 
soon as possible. 


Dr. Edward Grant, Baton Rouge, La., was named 
chairman of the sub-committee, with Dr. E. T. 
Thompson, Richmond, and Mrs. T. D. Connell 
of Shreveport, La., serving with him. 


The work of the new Division itself got its 
stamp of approval last April at the General As- 
sembly in Birmingham. Its services would relate 
to Homes for Children, and Homes for the Aging. 
The Board, in its preparation for the new Division, 
agreed to ask the 1958 Assembly for at least 
three additional members to be placed on the Board 
in order that the new Division would have adequate 
representation without reducing the number serv- 
ing on the Committee responsible for any other 
Division. 

Another major development at the Board’s meet- 
ing in November was the authorization of the 


‘setting up of an Advisory Council of Negro Work 


which would have ten voting, and six ex officio 
members. Membership would represent the Board 
of Church Extension, the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, the Board of Women’s Work, each of the 
Negro presbyteries, and the Church-at-large. Similar 
Councils, such as the Council on Church Architec- 
ture and the Council on Radio and Television, have 
already been authorized. 


The Board approved in principle, a plan to 
strengthen the Division of Evangelism by placing 
two new men to work in this field. One person 
would center his activities in an eastern section 
of the Assembly; the other would work in the 
western areas. The Board expressed belief that 
such a system would enable a better coverage of 


the vast geographical area of the Assembly itself. — 


Details for such a plan are still under study. 


Another action taken by the Board was the ap- 
pointment of Fred Ohl, Field Representative of 
the Division of Radio and Television, to serve as 
Acting Secretary of that Division until a new 
Division Secretary can be named. 


At the same time, the Board concurred with an 
earlier resolution of the Board of Trustees of 
the Protestant Radio and Television Center which 
named the Rev. Ernest J. Arnold as President of 
the Protestant Radio and Television Center. The 
Board of that Center, made up of five denomina- 
tions of which the Presbyterian Church, U.S. is 
one, named Mr. Arnold president of that organiza- 
tion two months ago. Mr. Arnold, as president, 
gives his full-time service to the five-denomina- 
tional Center. 


Another action from the report of the Division 
of Radio and Television of the Board of Church 
Extension, provides that in January 1958, the Pres- 
byterian Board’s Division of Radio and Television 
be moved back from the Protestant Radio and 
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Television Center to the offices of the Board 
of Church Extension. For some time, the Division 
has had offices at the Center, but this new move 
will place the Presbyterian Division consistent with 
operations of the Methodist, Episcopal, Lutheran, 
and Presbyterian U. S. A. groups, the other four 
members of the Protestant Center, which use pro- 
duction facilities at this Center but maintain their 


denominational offices elsewhere. 


The Rev. O. V. Caudill, Secretary of the De- 


partment of Church Architecture, stated in his 


report, that Presbyterians spent $19,325,429 for 
building in 1956 — resulting in nearly $1,000,000 
increase over that spent in 1955. 


The Board’s treasurer, G. B. Strickler, stated 
that income from January through September, 
1957, has shown an increase of approximately 
$58,000 ahead of the same period last year. 


He further reported that 18 church and manse 
loans were paid in full during the year — their 
original amount totaling $122,300. During the 
year, 22 new loans have been made which totaled 
$278,300. The Board, he declared, now has 160 
outstanding loans, totaling $1,160,074. None of 
the benevolence income to the Board is used in 
making loans. Funds available for this purpose 
have been built up through the years mainly 
through legacies left to the Board or to the former 
Executive Committee of Home Missions. 


Another item brought up before the Board meet- 
ing was future Study Books. The 1958 Study Book 
is entitled ‘“‘Building the Church”. It ties in with 
the 1958 General Assembly emphasis, The Church, 
and is to be used throughout the Assembly. In 
the 1958 Study Book various reports on what has 
been done and is being done now in various areas 
of church development will be discussed. 


Dr. E. T. Thompson, chairman of the committee 
reporting on the Division of Christian Relations, 
announced that a reprint has had to be made of 
the 1957 Study Book: “Christians are Citizens”. 


In the report of Dr. James Carr, Secretary of the 
Town and Country Church Department, the secre- 
tary brought out the fact that a major problem 
facing local congregations today is the vast nun- 
ber of churches with vacant pulpits or with no 
regular ministers. 


In the statement from the Department of Chap- 


lains and Military Personnel, the Rev. James Alex- 
ander told Board members that there are 52 Pres- 
byterian ministers in the chaplaincy of U. S. armed 
forces today. During the past year, Mr. Alexander 
reported that he has visited 16 of these chaplains, 
and has plans for visits to seminaries to talk with 
students interested in chaplaincy work and with 
those students who are already in armed forces 
reserve. Mr. Alexander reported that Presbyterian 
chaplains’ contacts with this Department of the 
Board are sometimes their only contacts with their 
denomination after they enter armed forces work. 


The November meeting of the Board of Church 
Extension was the Board’s first official session 
since the death of Dr. John Alexander, S 


of the Division of Radio and Television; and the 
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Rev. Moses James, Board member. Members passed 
expressions of the Board’s sense of loss at the 
passing of these two persons. 


Eighteen of the twenty Board members attended 
the Atlanta meeting. 3 


25 Years’ Service 


For 25 years’ service as president of Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., Dr. J. 


~McDowell Richards and Mrs. Richards were 


presented with a silver service during Colum- 


bia’s Ministers Week. Joining in the tribute 


paid to the Richards by the Alumni Association 
was Dr. John A. Mackay, at left, president of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, N.J. 
The Alumni Association also presented the 
Richards with a substantial check, which they 
will use during the 1958 sabbatical leave, much 
of which Dr. Richards will spend in special work 
at Princeton Seminary. Dr. Frank Alfred 
Mathes, pastor of South Highland Presbyterian 
Church, Birmingham, Ala., made the presenta- 
tion on behalf of the Alumni Association, and 
the Association’s president, the Rev. Preston 
Stevenson of Clarksdale, Miss., presided at the 
luncheon meeting. Dr. Richards began his 
service to Columbia in 1932. 


Atlanta — Reports of important advances in 
enrollment in Group Life and Major Medical in- 
surance plans offered by the Board of Annuities 
and Relief, and the formal approval of a long- 
range plan for ownership of the Presbyterian Cen- 
ter were features of the meeting of that Board 
here in November. 


Sixteen members of the Board reviewed the 
Board’s work during the three quarters of the 
Church Year ending September 30, and heard re- 
Ports and recommendations from committees. 


A resolution was approved concerning the Pres- 
byterian Center here, stating that as soon as re- 
maining indebtedness is paid off, title for the half- 
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million dollar property will be made over to the 
boards and agencies housed in the Center. Mr. 
Charles J. Currie, executive secretary of the Board 
of Annuities and Relief, explained that his Board 
had provided funds for a small part of the original 
purchase cost in 1953, and had paid for all re- 
modeling and upkeep costs for the Center. The 
seven boards and agencies using the Center are 
paying rental for the purpose of retiring this in- 
debtedness. As soon as the remaining debt is re- 
paid, the property will become the property of 
all these agencies, and rental costs will drop to 
a figure sufficient for upkeep. This has been the 
plan from the organization of the Center, but the 
resolution by the Annuities and Relief Board was 
= ie formal statement of purpose by that 
ard. 


The Board, which also administers the relief 
programs of the Church, reports that for the nine 
months in 1957, ministerial relief to retired min- 
isters and widows of ministers was incr 
$93,000.00 over the comparable period for 1956. 
This increase was made possible by contributions 
to the Joy Gift in December, 1956. 


An Actuary and Investment Counsel report to 
the Board stated that both the Minister’s Annuity 
Fund and the Employees’ Annuity Fund are in 
excellent condition. Both continue to grow, and 
the Board reported that active membership in the 
ministers’ fund is 2,827 persons, an increase of 
36 over a year ago. Six hundred thirteen are en- 
rolled in the employees’ fund, an increase of 29 
over the same date in 1956. 


Dr. W. A. Benfield, minister of the Highland 
Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Ky., is chairman 
of the Board. Mr. C. W. Bailey, banker of Clarks- 
ville, Tenn., and former president of the American 
Bankers’ Association, is chairman of the Finance 
Committee of the Board. 


SPECIAL TRIBUTE PAID 
DR. C. DARBY FULTON 


Read to the Board of World Missions by Board 
Member Mr. William McCord. And on the vote 
of the Board, included in the Service of Dedi- 
cation for the new building, being read to 
the congregation by Dr. Jas. A. Jones, 
Chairman. 


At this meeting of the Board of World Missions, 
which is made memorable by the dedication of 
the World Mission Building — the new home of 
this body — it is highly appropriate that we record 
afresh our appreciation to the man under whose 
leadership it has been erected. 


We celebrate this year the Fortieth Anniversary 
of the connection of Charles Darby Fulton with 
the work of this Board, or with its predecessor, 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. In 
1917 he was appointed a missionary of our Church 
to Japan, where he labored effectively until 1925. 


In that year he was recalled to this country to 


serve the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
as Field Secretary, an office which he held until, 
in 1932, the General Assembly of our Church 
elected him as Executive Secretary of Foreign Mis- 
sions. The year 1957 therefore marks his com- 
pletion of a full quarter of a century in that vitally 
important post. 


The world has known few periods so marked 
by great political, economic, and social changes 
as these twenty-five years. Certainly the period 
has been fraught with tremendous difficulties and 
dangers for the Christian Missionary Enterprise. 
We believe that in the Providence of God Darby 
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Fulton came “to the kingdom for such a time as 
this”, and that the accomplishments of our Church 
in World Missions during this period are in no 
small degree due, under God, to the leadership 
which he has provided. We congratulate him today 
upon the Fortieth Anniversary of his missionary 
career and the Twenty-fifth anniversary of his 
service as Executive Secretary. We would also 
record in the minutes of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, our profound affection and appreciation for 
this man as executive, as author, as preacher, as 
leader of assemblies, as missionary statesman — 
but above all as an humble and faithful servant 
of Jesus Christ. We are profoundly grateful that 
God gave him to our Church. It is our prayer 
today that he may be granted wisdom and strength 
for even greater service in the years which lie 
ahead, and that he may see our Church move for- 
ward with ever increasing devotion and effective- 
ness in the prosecution of the great missionary 
program to which he has given his life. 


LOUISIANA 


Houma — The First Presbyterian Church of 
Houma, Louisiana, will observe its one hundredth 
anniversary on Sunday, Dec. 8, 1957. According 
to records the church was formally organized by 
the Presbytery of New Orleans on Dec. 5, 1857. 


On the special program for the occasion will 
be the Rev. Dr. John N. Blackburn who served 
the church from June 15, 1901 to Sept. 1, 1948. 
The other special speaker will be the Rev. Dr. May 
D. Fortna, pastor of the Carrollton Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church of New Orleans. The present 
pastor is the Rev. Clarence C. Elrod who began 
his service with the Houma Church on April 3, 1955. 


Houma is a fast growing town located in the 
extreme southern part of the state. The church 
is engaged in raising a Centennial Building Fund 
to meet the need of a growing congregation. In 
1956 the church was able to buy a beautiful piece 
of property on which to relocate and build a 
church, educational building, fellowship hall, and 
manse. 


MISSISSIPPI 


_ Jackson — Belhaven College has taken the lead 
in promoting really fine, serious music on the radio 
stations of Mississippi via a series of programs 
produced on tape by the Belhaven department of 
music. The programs are 15 minutes in length 
and are carried weekly by a 13-station network 
over the state. 


Artists featured on the series include the Bel- 
haven department of music faculty and the most 
outstanding of the advanced students. According 
to Dr. McFerran Crowe, president, the series is 
provided as a public service contribution to com- 
munity culture. The programs are called “The 
Voice of Belhaven” and include both sacred and 
secular music by the finest composers. 


The program is planned and directed by Robert 
De Vos, Belhaven professor of voice, who also 
does the announcing on the show and occasionally 
appears as baritone soloist. Mrs. McFerran Crowe 
is the regular accompanist for vocal artists. Jim 
Wilburn, a freshman, is the engineer. 


In addition to soloists, the program features 
groups such as the Belhaven Chorale, under the 
direction of Harold Avery, chairman of the depart- 
ment of music, the Belhaven Girls’ Sextet and 
Men’s Chorus, directed by Mr. De Vos. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Kings Mountain — The Rev. P. D. Patrick, pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church, was recently 
elected vice president of the Kings Mountain Min. 
isterial Association. Dr. W. L. Pressly, pastor of 
Boyce Memorial ARP Church, was named chair- 
man of the Bible in the Schools Committee. 


‘(ESS 


STANDARD LESSON COMMENTARY 


Has everything Sunday-school teachers 
have been looking for! Based on 1958 
International Uniform series, 8 big pages 
every week provide the best in Sunday- 
school teaching. Large, easy-to-read type. 
448 pages, 71%4 x 9% inches. Beautifully 
bound. Order 1958....... eae $2.95 


TEACH WITH SUCCESS 


Will make your teaching more effective. _ 
Three sections: You prepare to teach, You 
teach the lesson, You evaluate—designed 
specifically to improve Sunday-school 
teaching. You will read it now, then keep 
it handy for constant reference. Colorful 
$2.95 


LIFE AND CUSTOMS 


in Jesus’ Time 


Background informa- 
tion that will lend color 
and interest to New 
Testament study and 
teaching. Describes 
home and domestic life, 
farm and field, social, 
business, religious and 
political life. Bibliog- 
raphy at end of each 
chapter. 

Order 3005... .$2.50 


| At your Bookstore, or 
SJ STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville. N. C. | 
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. » » can make the difference 


between want and enough 


Give Generously MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


BOARD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


Presbyterian Church in the United States - 341-C Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E., Atlanta, Ga. 
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Chas. J. Currie, Exec. Sec. 
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SENIOR COLLEGES 
Agnes Scott 


Arkansas 
Austin 
nci¢ 
Centre 
Davidson 


Davis and Elkins 
Flora Macdonald 


through federal 


Queens 
Southwestern 


regulations 
JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Lees Junior 
Lees-McRae 
Mitchell 


Schreiner Institute 
School of the Ozarks £ 
SEMINARIES T 
ustin 
CO MAKE GIT 
nio 


General Assembly’s Training 
School for Lay Workers 


Or uest to Presbyterian 
and Seminaries 


Gifts to Presbyterian educational institutions are 
deductible up to 30% of adjusted gross income for 
estimating federal income tax. These gifts to Presby- 
terian colleges and seminaries may reduce substan- 
tially the amount of income tax, at times bringing 
the income into a lower tax bracket. 


Bequests to Presbyterian colleges and seminaries 
are deductible from the value of estate thus making 
substantial reductions in federal estate taxes. 


In most states reductions in both income and estate 
taxes will result from gifts and bequests to Presby- 
terian educational institutions. 


“The Church of God is an enduring institution; 
it will live when individuals and secular corporations have perished. 
Hence, I desire that whatever I am able to invest in the work of education shall 
be ministered by the Church, with a definite and continuous purpose.” 
Asa Candler 


For detailed information write directly to the college or to: 


Division of Higher Education 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION | 


Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
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